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AAUW Value Promise
By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.
Women & Girls + STEM = Our Future

 BRANCH MEETING 
Tuesday evening
October 11, 2011
6:30-8:30 
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1709 E. Elizabeth
Program

Stephanie Ashley with the United Way of Fort Collins will present to us on the history, purpose, and ways we can make a difference in Fort Collins by volunteering with Make A Difference Day.  Make A Difference Day is the most encompassing national day of helping others.  Make A Difference Day is an annual event when thousands of volunteers join together to serve at projects throughout the Fort Collins community.  Projects range from raking leaves, painting fences, decorating cookies with the elderly and more.  Make A Difference Day of Larimer County has been recognized as one of the Top 10 Make a Difference Days in the United States.  You can be a part of Larimer County’s largest day of service, too.  If you find a project that interests you, this would be in addition to what our branch is continuing from the past—
READ ON:
Again this year, our branch will take part in Make a Difference Week (October 17-23) by sponsoring two activities at Putnam Elementary School here in Fort Collins.  We will deliver new or gently used books to each of the kindergarteners at Putnam so they have a book to take home and keep.  Along with the delivery, we will read to each of the Kindergarten classes for approximately 30 minutes.
You can take part in this activity in two ways:  bring a new or gently used Kindergarten appropriate book to our October 11 branch meeting or volunteer to read on our assigned day at Putnam.  I hope to have the exact day and times by our branch meeting.  We have lots of books to donate thanks to our sorting for the Book Sale.  But, we could use a few more.
If you want to help in either way and are unable to attend our October 11 branch meeting, please call me and let me know how you want to help. Thanks for helping in this very rewarding activity of our branch!  Barb Crowfoot - 484-6368

CARPOOLING

If you need a ride to any branch meeting or any AAUW activity, never hesitate to let me know at slattenow@gmail.com or 223-0441—I value your membership.
BRANCH MEETINGS

2011-2012

Mark your calendars for the following branch meetings:

Tuesday, October 11 – 6:30-8:30

Saturday, November 5 – 9:30-11:30

Saturday, December 3 – 9:30-11:30

Saturday, January 7 – 9:30-11:30

Saturday, February 4 – 9:30-11:30

Saturday, March 3– 9:30–11:30

Tuesday, April 10 – 6:30-8:30

Tuesday, May 8 – 6:30-8:30

All branch meetings are held at the Westminster Presbyterian Church. 

Hostess Committee
Please sign-up as a hostess for our meetings throughout the year.  Three hostesses and needed for each meeting, except December needs five members. Those who sign up have the responsibility to provide the following: set-up, table decorations, refreshments
and clean-up.  I will be in contact with each group a couple of weeks before your meeting date.  These are the dates that we need hostesses and the number of hostesses needed:
Tuesday, October 11 (3)

Saturday, November 5 (0)
Saturday, December 3 (4)

Saturday, January 7 - (2)

Saturday, February 4 - (3)

Saturday, March 3 - (3)

Tuesday, April 10 (3)

Tuesday, May 8 (3)
Thank you very much for signing up to hostess.  If you have questions, need more information, or want to sign up please contact:  

Kay Bunch, lifes-gr8@comcast.net or (h) 493-3336) or (c) 391-9914.
President’s Post – Barb 
Marvelous, wonderful, positive, everything went smoothly, hope we can keep the connection with PSD and STEM are just a few words from members describing our program and evening on September 12.  With our connection to PSD, watch for updates on events where you as a Fort Collins Branch member can volunteer.  There is a summary of the program written by Katie following this post.
Thank you for hugs and to many of you who signed the sympathy card at the branch meeting and sent cards to the house in expression of support in the passing of my mom, Genevieve, on September 8 at the age of 99.  My mom was always my cheerleader and I was truly blessed to have her for so long.

I had a beautiful drive up to Vail to attend the Colorado AAUW Retreat and Conference on September 16-17 at the Evergreen Lodge.  It was time well spent in networking, receiving updates from the State and National level, and sharing ideas.  I feel a part of our strong Colorado AAUW (1,000+ members) and look forward to a visit to our branch by State President Brenda Wolfe sometime in the months ahead. 

John Howe & Company
September STEM Presentation

The AAUW Fort Collins Branch meetings for 2011-12 started with a lively, inspiring presentation by John Howe, Assistant Principal at Preston Middle School and STEM Institute

Founder, about the extensive STEM programs in Fort Collins for middle school students.

Preston offers a range of STEM classes for 6th, 7th and 8th grade students; as well as a Summer Institute that includes four one-week STEM sessions at Preston, one session at Pingree Park and a California Oceanography program. John explained that the percentage of girls in the Summer Institute has grown from 13% to 41% in the past three years, with the goal of enrolling more than 50% in 2012.  A panel of teachers from the STEM Summer Institute accompanied John for the presentation, including:  Mary Laszlo-Hunter, Mary Klass, Mike Viney, Martha Cranor,

and Mariah – a very articulate 8th grade STEM advocate.  Together the group explained their specialty areas and demonstrated student-built robots from this year’s classes. Their passion for

their work was easily apparent! 
Science Fair and Science Olympiad competitions offer additional opportunities for STEM projects.  Judges and volunteers are needed at these events throughout the year and AAUW participation was politely requested. 
Specific dates and times will be circulated with a sign up list for interested members.  Please consider participating.  Finally, we discussed

asking John to return for a future branch meeting this spring to update us on their work.

Follow up News: This past week, Preston was selected for the prestigious 2011 Intel® Middle School of Distinction Award in Science at a special ceremony in Washington, D.C.  Preston will receive a total of $10,000 in grants, as well as thousands of dollars in technology and other equipment.
Facebook:  Our Branch has its own Facebook page!  If you have a Facebook account, be sure to search for Fort Collins Branch of The American Association of University Women and 'like" the page.  Kori Wilford will post updates about our branch meetings and events, news relating to women in girls that may interest members, and will re-post interesting information from the Colorado or National AAUW pages.  Contact Kori through Facebook or at kori.wilford@gmail.com. This is an excellent way to reach a broader group of women in Fort Collins and use modern means of communicating among our branch.  
Minutes of 

September branch meeting

President Barb Slattenow called the September 12, 2011 AAUW Business Meeting to order at 7 p.m.  Light supper preceded the meeting.
Karen Streeter introduced our guests for the evening.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the May Branch Minutes as printed in the Barb Wire for September.  Motion passed.  The proposed budget was listed in the September newsletter and Barb called for a motion to approve the budget.  A motion was made and seconded, no discussion, and motion passed to approve the budget for 2011-2012.
Barb talked with members/guests  present about a new year after an AAUW National Convention with changes in bylaws, promotion, and programs.  She hopes to visit other state branches and invite branches to visit us.  She asked that membership be receptive to fund raising ideas in order to support community projects that would include Poudre School District STEM events/activities.  She encouraged members to sign up to help sort books for our annual Book Sale, be a hostess for branch meetings, and enjoy Monthly Adventures that might include attending local girl sport team activities during the year.

Fran Lambert, Secretary

Finance Report

At the September 12, 2011 branch meeting, our year’s budget of $1,154 as presented in the last newsletter was adopted. The general fund balance as of September 12, 2011 is $2,606.86.  Fifty-three (53) individuals have renewed their memberships to date—the budget is based on 58 members but we have not yet received some member’s renewals and we usually have some new members in the fall. 
This week the Co-Op House Funds and the $5,000 Lela Hyder Scholarship funds (donated to the branch by her husband and family in honor of Lela Hyder, a long-time member of our branch, to be used for scholarships) were invested in 13-month CDs at Bank of Choice with a whopping 1.1% annual percentage yield (the best deal available at this time).  Hopefully the interest rates will go up one of these years.

Audrey Owens, VP Finance

Membership Report
Karen Streeter
Thank you for making all of our guests feel so welcome at our first AAUW meeting.  Certainly the PSD personnel who presented the STEM program were dynamic and delightful.  It was pleasing to have the scholarship winners Cherie Behar and Lauren Hargis introduce themselves.  Nancy Tellez, PSD School Board President, was another special guest. Leigh Solo and Danue Laborde visited as prospective members. Kathleen Sullivan-Bailey and Tamara Kirsch also attended that night.  I appreciate your efforts in helping our AAUW ranks grow.
 
Groups
New:  Monthly Adventures – is a new interest group.  You can signup at branch meetings, send an e-mail, or call slattenow@gmail.com or 223-0441.  Adventures/Times/Days will vary and there will be carpooling.
Book Group will meet at 9:30 a.m. at the home of Jeanne Kennedy on October 19.   The book to be reviewed by Jeanne is “Old Spirit” by Linda Lawrence Hunt.  All AAUW members are welcome to attend.  
Afternoon Bridge will meet at the home of Dorothy Martin at 1 p.m. on October 26.  If you are interested in bridge, please call Mary at 484-6710. 
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